
 

 

FUNERAL RITUAL



This purpose of this pamphlet is to communicate the conduct of the Proctorville #550 
F&AM funeral ritual.   

 

ASSEMBLY 

A funeral service constitutes an emergent meeting, an official function of the Lodge.   

The Brethren will assemble in an antechamber designated by the funeral directors and 
sign in on the normal Lodge sign-in sheet.  The Worchypful Master or senior officer 
present shall declare the emergent meeting open. 

Officers (or substitutes, often an unavoidable necessity) will clothe in aprons, jewels, 
white gloves, and black arm bands.  They will also obtain and carry Bibles and 
procedure outline, examples of which are in the attachments on later pages.  Remaining 
Brethren may don white gloves and arm bands as the supply lasts.   

At the appropriate time, the Brethren will form 2 lines in order to march in side-by-side to 
arrive at the casket as indicated in Fig. 1.  The procession is led by the Stewards who 
carry their staffs at a 45-degree downward angle1.   
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Fig. 1 

 

Upon arrival at the casket, Brethren will face inward.  Stewards stand by the casket with 
their staffs resting on the floor and pointing upward.   

                                                
1 If an insufficient number of Brethren are present to fill each officer’s position, the senior officer in charge 
shall determine which sections to omit.   



When all Brethren are in place, the Worchypful Master will read a short intro.  Brother 
Secretary will follow with the departed Brother’s Masonic record, and Brother Chaplain 
will follow with an opening prayer.   

The Worchypful Master will say, “Let us hear the word of the Lord.”  At that time, Lodge 
officers will, in turn, each read a highlighted passage from their assigned Bible in the 
following order.   

1. Tyler    6.  Secretary 
2. Jr. Steward   7.  Treasurer 
3. Sr. Steward   8.  Jr. Warden 
4. Jr. Deacon   9.  Sr. Warden 
5. Sr. Deacon   10. L.E.O. 

Note:  If a microphone is present, it should be utilized. 

After the L.E.O. has finished his reading, Brother Senior Warden will step out, approach 
the casket, turn to face the congregation, and hold up a white apron for all to see.  The 
Worchypful Master will deliver the Lambskin Explanation.   

When the Lambskin Explanation is finished, Brother Senior Warden will fold the apron 
to a manageable size and hold up a sprig of evergreen foliage.  The Worchypful Master 
will deliver the Evergreen Explanation.  Upon completion, Brother Senior Warden will 
return to his place in line.   

Brother Chaplain will deliver the closing prayer. 

The Worchypful Master will direct the Brethren, “Let us pass in view of our departed 
Brother and pay our last respects.  At this point, the Stewards turn toward the casket 
and each place a sprig of evergreen after which they shall step back, turn to face each 
other and cross their staffs overhead until all Brethren have passed in view.   

The Brethren at the far ends of each opposite line will step forward, approach the 
casket, deposit a sprig of evergreen, turn and exit the chapel area.  When the first 2 
have cleared the end of the lines, the next 2 will approach, etc. and continue until the 
Stewards have exited with staffs lowered.  Note:  If there is an odd number of Brethren 
present, a single brother at the end of the longest line will begin the process.   

After exiting the chapel area, the Brethren will return to the antechamber to pack up.   

IMPORTANT:  Brethren are to refrain from conversation in the hallways and in the 
antechamber.  Oftentimes, the antechamber is separated from the chapel by thin 
partitions that cannot block sound.  It is very disrespectful to be carrying on 
conversations, laughing, or joking when the bereaved family members are 
mourning their loss or if services are taking place on the other side of such thin 
partitions.  Necessary conversation for packing up and declaring the meeting 
closed should be kept to a minimum and at low breath.   

EVERYTHING ELSE CAN WAIT.  



Attachment 1 

 

Bibles are marked for the appropriate officer.  This Bible is for use by the Senior Deacon 
or his substitute.  



Attachment 2 

 

Each officer’s Bible verse to be read is highlighted. 



  

Attachment 3 

 

 

 

Each officer’s Bible has a laminated copy of the procedure. 
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